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Oct. 19, 1998 — Dec. 9, 2021

On Dec. 9, 2021, James Sebastian Modlen Simons, 23, of Half Moon Bay CA, tragically left this
world after a long struggle with the disease of substance use disorder.

James was born in Pleasanton, CA and spent his first couple of years in San Mateo. The family
moved to Half Moon Bay in 2001 and James’ early days were spent at Happy Hands and Holy
Family preschools. He loved playing soccer with his brother, building things, anything to do with
cars and the family cat, Beau. James’ family are originally from England and he travelled many
times to the UK to spend time with his loving grandparents, cousins, family and friends. He
enjoyed these trips and the visits from family to the US.

James had many interests and talents. He loved music, making wire wrapped crystal jewelry, pen
and ink art, skateboarding, photography, rapping and DJing with his brother, cooking, hiking,
sailing and growing succulents. There was a lot in the world that he loved.

James was a sweet, kind and sensitive young man with a very silly sense of humor that we loved.
He liked teasing his parents with his good English accent, impersonating characters from TV
shows, sharing funny videos with his brother and pranking his co-workers. He always found
humor in life, even during hard times. The friendships James made in his life were especially
important to him and he treasured and valued them.

James made many attempts at recovery. In LA in 2019, he attended a 12-month program where
he enjoyed working as a busser in a natural food restaurant. In 2020 he thrived at an outdoor
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program in Utah, spending weeks in the wilderness and becoming the go-to person for lighting
fires with a bow drill. He really enjoyed nature and the great outdoors.

Recently, James was involved with Abundant Grace in Half Moon Bay, completing their farming
apprenticeship and finding meaningful work at the farm, and community within their program.

James was loved and adored by his family and will be for all eternity. His death leaves a
tremendous hole in our hearts. We are grateful to those who understood, helped and loved James
during his short time on this earth.

The outpouring of sympathy and love, from friends and family, has been a tremendous support
as we move through this time of deep sorrow.

James is survived by his mother Judith Modlen, his father John Simons, his brother Thomas
Simons and paternal grandparents, maternal and paternal aunts, uncles, and cousins in the UK,
Australia and USA.

A memorial service has been planned for March 23, 2022 at 10am at Skylawn Funeral Home.
Light refreshments wil be provided after the service.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to one of the nonprofits we have chosen:
Abundant Grace Coastside Worker: https://abundantgracecw.org/

Coastside Hope: https:/coastsidehope.org/

Life Moves: https:/www.lifemoves.org/

Shatterproof: https:/www.shatterproof.org/

(If needed, Judith’s email is modlenjudith@gmail.com)
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring James by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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